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Cyber-Bullying
And Our Children

BY REV. AL SHARPTON
NNPA COLUMNIST

Adolescence is a challenging time for virtually everyone.
Discovering yourself, building
your own identity, and finding
your place in this sometimes
confusing world is no easy feat.
And along the road to selfawareness, antagonists – better
known as bullies – may present
themselves in various forms and
throw roadblocks in the way of
our progress. This can range
fro m abus ive words, to
malicious behavior and even
physical harm. But in this day
and age of social networking
and interconnectivity, the
harassment and cruelty can
linger forever with no relief in
sight for the young victim. As
the tragic suicide of Rutgers
University’s Tyler Clementi
clearly exemplifies, the results
can be devastating for all parties
involved and for our collective
consciousness as well.
When those of my generation and I were coming of age,
things were simply, well, much
more simple. Although the
phenomena of bullying is
nothing new and many of us
were forced to deal with the
matter ourselves as youth, we
never faced the daunting reality
of a 24/7 world of torture.
Finding safety with our parents,
friends or at home, we knew
that for the most part, the
bullying ended when we were
in the comfort and security of
those that protected us from
negativity. But with the advent
of text messaging, social media,
and other endless forms of communication, the torment of a
bully can and does linger
forever. More often than not,
p a re nts and teache rs a re

What We Need Now
Is Money, Unity And
Strategy To Close The
Achievement Gap
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unaware of the torture children
are suffering with, and when it
is reported, it sometimes isn’t
taken as seriously. Unfortunately,
that ma y be e x act l y wh at
occurred when young Tyler first
requested a room change at
Rutgers University.
A few months back, iSAFE, a non-profit dedicated to
educating and empowering
youth to safely utilize
Information and Communications
Technology (ICT), released a
sta rtling study o n cy b erbullying. Pulling data from
approximately 90,000 students
from schools in all 50 states, the
study found that 44 percent of
children in grades 5-8 and 54
percent of those in 9-12 said
people on the internet said
‘mean or hurtful things about
them or others’. And out of this
alarmingly high number of
cases, only 13 percent of kids in
grades 5-8 reported the incident
to a trusted adult, and in grades
9-12 it’s even worse with only 8
percent reporting it.
As technology continues to
advance and our children learn
new mechanisms of communicating, we must also keep up
with the times. We must remain

CYBER-BULLY
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ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

BY GYPSY GALLARDO
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - Last
week, the St. Petersburg and
Upper Pinellas branches of the
NAACP hosted a community
forum to discuss the dismal news
that four out of every five black
boys who enters a Pinellas
County high school fails to
graduate with a standard diploma.
The news came from the
August 2010 release of the Schott
Foundation “50 State Report on
Public Education & Black
Males,” that ranked Pinellas
County dead last among the 50
largest school districts in the
country for having the lowest
graduation rate for black males
(21 percent).
The shock was enough to
draw a capacity crowd to Bethel
Community Baptist Church this
Oct. 7, and after talking with a
dozen of the folks who were
there, one thing is clear: people
have lost patience for just talking
about the problem. The energy
now is about doing.
If we’re going to take
advantage of that energy, it’s time
to move beyond town halls,
forums, marches and rallies.
What we need now is money,
unity, and strategy.
We already know what
works.
One of the most frustrating

NAACP State
President
Adora Obi Nweze

Former St.
Petersburg College
Associate Provost
Myrtle Williams

Sid Morgan, Chairman of the St. Petersburg
Chamber and St. Petersburg Mayor Bill Foster

dynamics in the debate (and one
of the best kept secrets) is that we
already know what works. There
are schools and programs in our
very midst that achieve four times
the district’s graduation rate and
double the FCAT pass rate!
“It’s time out,” as the kids
say, for hand-wringing and finger
pointing about whether it’s the
district’s fault or parents’ fault.
We already know that….
Yv o n n e R e e d C h r i s t i a n
School has a 100 percent graduation rate for black males, even

African People’s
Socialist Party
Director Chimurenga
Waller

Gibbs High Principal
Kevin Gordon

Pastor Manuel Sykes abd Trenia Cox

those considered slow learners by
the school district.
Academy Prep Center has an
89 percent graduation rate for
black students, many of whom
struggled in public schools.
The Bridging the Gap
program had a 67 percent FCAT
pass rate among black high
school students in 2007. That’s
double the county average.
The Boys & Girls Club’s
Project Learn had 82 percent of
black boys graduating high
school on-time

Photographs courtesy of Penny Thornton

The New Dimensions
program has 93 percent of exjuvenile offenders remaining
crime free for at least a year,
compared with the hard reality
that statewide, 46 percent of
juvenile offenders commit
crimes again.
Happy Workers’ Children
Center achieves a 90 percent+
“school readiness rate” among its
graduating Pre-K students.

NAACP
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BY ERSULA KNOX ODOM
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Marva L. Goldsmith’s book
“Re-Branding Yourself After
Age 50” captured the spirit of the
AARP annual conference in
Orlando this weekend. There
were 25,000 people loving the
fact they had time to live and live
they did, from being entertained
by Gladys Knight and motivated
by “The Pursuit of Happiness’
Christ Gardner” to learning how
to run a successful business.
Included in their entertainment lineup were B. B. King,
Gloria Gaynor, Crosby Stills &
Nash, Judy Collins, Richie
Havens
and
a
daily
attendee drum circle.
Attendees were motivated
by numerous superstars
including
Tom

Photograph courtesy of EK Odom
Left to right, Ersula Odom, Oudia H. Williams;
AARP Portfolio Advisor Multicultural Markets, Sandra McKnuckles - Houston, TX

Joyner, The Pursuit of
Happiness’ Christ Gartner,
Whoopi Goldberg, Larry
King,
James
Carville,
Marlo Thomas, sports caster

James Brown, Newt Gingrich,
and “dog whisper” Cesar Millan.
Tabia Harris, from Altadena
California, embraced the excitement and began collecting her

vendor lapel pins. With 2011
A A R P ’s e v e n t b e i n g i n

AARP
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OPINION
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Seizing An Opportunity In Education Reform

_________________________________________________________

BY MARIAN
WRIGHT
EDELMAN
NNPA
COLUMNIST

As America’s children headed
back to school in September,
President Obama delivered a
televised back-to-school address to
the nation’s students from the Julia
R . Mas ter man S chool in
Philadelphia, an acclaimed public
magnet school for fifth through
twelfth graders. He spoke about the
importance of hard work—a lesson
his own mother was quick to drill
into him as soon as she sensed his
effort level in high school was
starting to hit a slump. Passing
along the lesson he learned, the
President told the students,
“Nobody gets to write your destiny
but you. Your future is in your
hands. Your life is what you make of
it. And nothing — absolutely
nothing — is beyond your reach, so
long as you’re willing to dream big,
so long as you’re willing to work
hard. So long as you’re willing to
stay focused on your education,
there is not a single thing that any of
you cannot accomplish.”
He continued to stress the
importance of education, telling
them that “Nothing is going to have

as great an impact on your success
in life as your education, how
you’re doing in school…The farther
you go in school, the farther you’re
going to go in life. And at a time
when other countries are competing
with us like never before, when
students around the world in
Beijing, China, or Bangalore, India,
are working harder than ever, and
doing better than ever, your success
in school is not just going to
determine your success, it’s going to
determine America’s success in the
21st century. So you’ve got an obligation to yourselves, and America
has an obligation to you, to make
sure you’re getting the best
education possible. And making
sure you get that kind of education is
going to take all of us working hard
and all of us working hand in hand.”
Children need to work hard to
do their part—and adults need to do
ours to fulfill our obligation to our
children. Right now, we all know
that millions of children are below
grade level and are not being
prepared for the future. President
Obama recently admitted his own
daughters would not be getting the
same education in the Washington,
D.C. public school system that they
receive at their current private
school, but observed that it should
not be that way. Every child,

regardless of the family’s socioeconomic status, deserves a high
quality education and we must
make sure that our public schools
provide it for all children. Today,
15.5 million children in America
live in poverty, including more than
one in three Black children and one
in three Hispanic children. The best
hope these children have of lifting
themselves out of poverty is a
quality education. But for far too
long the most vulnerable children in
America have been denied this
chance. Inequities in educational
funding, resources, and opportunities have systematically placed poor
and minority children in low-performing schools with inadequate
facilities and too many ineffective
teachers.
While the Obama
Administration has pledged to
level the playing field for all
children, several crucial components of real education reform are in
danger of being overlooked. We
must urge the following changes as
the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act (ESEA) is reauthorized.
First, the ESEA Title I funding
formula, which is supposed to help
low-income students, should be
revised to eliminate the blatant
education funding inequities that

_________________________________________________________

currently exist between and within
states. A new formula is needed to
protect rather than hurt children in
districts with concentrated poverty.
Second, in order to help the neediest
young students, we need to support
early learning initiatives and include
children ages zero to five in calculations for Title I allocations. Next,
we need to end the zero-tolerance
school discipline policies and outof-school suspensions that contribute to school dropouts and push
children into the cradle to prison
pipeline. Finally, we need to ensure
support for children in juvenile
justice facilities and foster care so
that our most vulnerable youths
receive the education they need to
be successful in adulthood.
It’s time for the federal government to be an instrument of equality
rather than inequality. We need to
seize the opportunity to support this
doable and long overdue goal in the
reauthorization of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act. As
President Obama correctly stated in
his back-to-school address: “This is
a country that gives all its daughters
and all of its sons a fair chance, a
chance to make the most of their
lives and fulfill their God-given
potential.” We must make this
potential reality for every single
child.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
Announces An
Informational For The
Archonette Youth Auxiliary

ST. PETERSBURG - The
St. Petersburg Chapter of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. will be
hosting an Informational for
young ladies ages 14-18 who
are interested in The Archonette
Youth Auxiliary.
The Informational will take
place Oct. 16, at noon at the
South Branch Library, 2300
Roy Hanna Drive, St.
Petersburg. Please be accompanied by a parent or legal
guardian. For more information,

contact the Youth Advisor at
info@stpetezetas.org.
T h e A r c h o n e t t e Yo u t h
Auxiliary was created in 1950
to inspire young high school
ladies to excel academically,
socially and culturally.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
was founded Jan. 16, 1920 at
Howard University by five
coeds who believed sorority
elitism and socializing
shouldn’t overshadow the real
mission for progressive organi-

zations. Zeta is also the only
sorority constitutionally bond to
a brother fraternity, Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc., and the
first organization to charter
chapters in Africa and have
auxiliary groups.
The St. Petersburg, Florida
Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc. was chartered in
1955 by eight women under the
leadership of Margaret Redvict,
the first president.

Early Voting Starts October 18
For General Election

Pinellas County Supervisor
of Elections Deborah Clark
announces that early voting for the
November 2nd General Election
begins at 10 a.m. on Monday, Oct.
18, 2010.
Early voting will be held
October 18 through 31. NEW
HOURS will be 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Monday-Friday, and 8 a.m. to
Noon, Saturday-Sunday at all
Supervisor of Elections offices:
Supervisor of Elections Starkey Lakes Corporate Center,
13001 Starkey Rd., Largo, 33773.
Pinellas County Courthouse 315 Court St., Room 117,
Clearwater, 33756.
County Building - 501 First
Ave. N., first floor, St. Petersburg,

33701.
New for the 2010 elections,
voters will be able to check early
voting wait times online at
www.votepinellas.com.
All Florida voters are required
by law to use paper ballots and
optical scan voting systems,
whether voting early, voting by
mail, or voting at the precinct on
Election Day.
Clark also reminds Pinellas
County voters that ALL registered
voters are eligible to vote by mail.
To re quest a b al l o t , v i s i t
www.votepinellas.com or call
(727) 464-6788.
The deadline to request that a
ballot be mailed to you is 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, Oct. 27. Voters may

pick up ballots through Election
Day at any Elections Office.
Ballots must be returned to any
Supervisor of Elections office or
ballot dropoff site by 7 p.m. on
Election Day and cannot be
accepted at polling places.
To avoid delays, voters should
bring picture and signature identification to the polls. Anyone
without valid ID can vote a provisional ballot. A canvassing board
will later determine the validity of
any provisional ballots.
For detailed early voting or
mail ballot information, or to
view a sample ballot, go to
www.votepinellas.com or call
(727) 464-6788.

DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED

2001 Mitsubishi
Eclipse Spyder GT
White/Blk, Auto,
Leather, 47K mi.

$9,995

2006 Ford Freestyle
Limited V6 Burg/Gray,
Leather, Alloys, 3rd row,
41K mi.

$16,995

2007 Cadillac CTS
V6, Auto, Leather, Low
Miles, 6 in stock,
from

$19,995

2006 Lexus RX330

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, Alloys, 43K mi.
Like New.

$23,995

2003 Cadillac
CTS

2002 Chrysler
Sebring

White/Tan, Auto,
Leather, Alloys, 43K mi.

Limited Beige/Tan, Leather,
Chrome wheels, 55K mi.

$13,995

$10,995

2008 Mazda Miata
MX-5 GT

2005 Cadillas CTS

Blue/Tan, Auto, Leather,
18” Wheels, Spoiler,
49K mi.

White/Saddle, Auto, Leather,
17” Wheels, Padle Shift, 49K

$17,995

$16,995

2007 Chevy
Equinox LS

2004 Cadillac
CTS

Burg/ Gray, Auto, Full
Power, Alloy Wheels,
30K mi.

Silver/Gray, V-6, Auto,
Alloys, Leather, 50K mi.

2010 Chevy
Malibu LT

2009 Nissan
Cube Krome

$15,995

$15,995

Beige/Tan, Auto,
Full Power, Chrome
Wheels, 16K mi.

Auto, Full Power, Rockford
Fosgate Stereo, 4,817 miles

$17,995

$18,995

2007 Chevy
Silverado LT1500

2008 Ford Mustang
GT Coupe

2007 Cadillac SRX

2007 Toyota Sequoia

$19,995

$21,995

$22,995

$23,995

Extended cab 4x4, V8,
Chrome wheels, sliding rear
window, 34K mi.

2007 SAAB 9.3
Areo Conv.

Smoke/Gray, Auto, Chrome
Wheels, 38K mi. cert.

$24,995

Red/Blk, Auto, Leather,
Chrome Wheels, 18K mi.

DIMMITT

Paint Seal, Interior Leather Protection & Carpet

Call Mike Hughes

727-450-7446

2008 Volvo V-70

2008 Cadillac CTS

$24,995

$28,995

Wagon, 3.2 Beige/Tan,
Leather, Alloys, Auto, 40K
mi. Like New.

FREE Environmental Package
with Pre-Owned Purchase $399 Value!

V-6 Auto, Leather,
Alloys, 3 in stock,
Cert from

Beige/Tan, Leather,
Sunroof, 20” Wheels,
NAVI, Cert.

2 WD, V8, SR5,
Silver/Gray, 3rd Row
43K mi.

2008 Cadillac DTS

Performance Luxury,
Sunoof, NAVI, 20” Chrome
Wheels 35K mi. cert.

$35,995

Certified Pre-Owned Cadillac Advantage:

6-yr./100K MI. Limited Warranty Coverage • Meets Mechanical &
Appearance Cert. Standards • All Applicable Cadillac Ownr Privileges

25191 US 19 North • Clearwater
www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Car Wash Makes Automobile
And Furniture Look New

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Many people are attracted to a
clean and shiney automobile
as it passes along the road. The
driver also experiences a
euphoric feeling of satisfaction as the vehicle provides the
driver and passengers with
neatness and a fresh clean
fragrance. This is what
Frezelle Roux, owner and
op e r a t o r o f t h e F r e z e l l ' s
Ca r w a s h a n d U p h o l s t e r y
offers its customers seven
days a week.
" We o f f e r c o m p l e t e
detailing inside and outside
with a handwash, buffet wipe,
air freshner and treatment for
the tires and vinyl," said Roux.
"We also provide courteous
and professional service in a
timely manner. We get you in
and out and in short amount of
time."
While you're waiting for
your vehicle to get spruced up
you can check out the different
patterns and materials that
are available to upholster
furniture. Because Roux can
make your furniture look new
too.
Fifteen years ago Roux
arrived in Tampa from Sebring
an d b e g a n h i s u p h o l s t e r y
business.
“About a year ago I rode
by this car wash and noticed
the grass was overgrown,"
Roux said. "I decided to check

Frezelle Roux

into whether the business was
available. Ever since I was
young, I have wanted to run a
car wash. When I found out
that this one was available I
was happy I was able to
acquire it."
The car wash and upholstery business is located at
1605 18th Avenue South and is
easily accessible. On Mondays
senior citizens get a special
discount and women get
discounts on Wednesdays.
According to Roux all
customers will get quality
service at an affordable price
at any time. In addition, the car
wash provides an honest living
for several other employees,
mainly strong young people.
"We're about connecting to
the community and being a
role model for the youth," said

Roux. He added that when he
first came to St. Petersburg
there were many black owned
business, but now that has
changed to only a few.
"I must remain as a
positive role model for the
younger people in the city
because so many businesses
have closed," said Roux.
According to Roux
business could be better and
he has seen good and bad days
with regards to profits. But he
continues to persevere and do
all he can to remain profitable
and be a resource for
consumers as well as for the
development of the
community.
Roux is the sole proprieter
of the business but does get
occasional help from adult
children.
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OUT & ABOUT

A Job Well Done

W STEVE

Calling All Gators!

When most people of think of alligators, they
think of fearless, intimidating, and powerful
animals. Most matriculates of the University of
Florida embody those same attributes, especially
those African-Americans. Being an AfricanAmerican at the University of Florida was quite
an experience and for most of us a grand accomplishment. Thankfully there were some African
American gator alumni who felt a need to keep
our triumphs and experience permeating
amongst us.
In 1988, Dr. Samuel Wright (local USF
Administrator) and Willowstine “Willo”
Lawson wrote to President Marshall Criser
requesting that the university establish an official
black alumni organization supported by and affiliated with the University’s National Alumni
Association. Having worked closely with Wayne
McDaniel, Phil Griffin, Ed Blue, Shirley Lynn,
Art Sandeen and James Scott, Wright and
Lawson built relationships and advocated the
need and benefit for the University of Florida to
sanction a black alumni group. Eventually, a bylaws committee was formed, the constitution
written and ratified and officers, board of directors
and committee chairs were established. Judge
Stephan P. Mickle was appointed the first ABA
president, appropriately, as he broke racial
barriers and had paved the way for blacks at the
university.
The Tampa Bay Chapter was officially
adopted as an affiliate of the Association of
Black Alumni in 2008. Association of Black
Alumni’s mission is to establish programming,
formulate support, and develop initiatives that
assist with professional and personal develop-

ment.
ABA Goals and Objectives of UF AfricanAmerican alumni, students, faculty and staff.
- Develop opportunities to engage alumni in
programs and activities that connect with UF
students.
- Promote the Association of Black Alumni
and its members as a network and support group
for students, faculty, staff and alumni.
- Identify and recognize African-American
pioneers at the University of Florida.
- Assist in the identification and recruitment
of African-American students, faculty and staff.
- Coordinate and establish an accurate record
of the University of Florida history as it involves
African-American students, faculty and staff.
- Support and promote the efforts of the
Institute of Black Culture.
The bay area will be having a series of
events this weekend and one of the highlights is a
Power Mixer - featuring State Representative and
UF alumni Darryl Rouson. This free event will be
at the Hilton Carillon Park, St. Petersburg,
FL.You make obtain more information regarding
th e AB A an d t h e week en d ev en t s at
http://aba.ufalumni.ufl.edu/. For more information call 813-325-1038. This is a clarion call to all
African-Americans who were involved in the
University of Florida experience. I personally
never forget the life lessons and determination as I
embraced the atmosphere at the University of
Florida. We encourage all to keep seeking your
dreams, as we did, and remember you can achieve
what you want if you want to!
Thank you for reading, and I hope you have
enjoyed your time OUT AND ABOUT W/Steve.

Cheryl Oliver holds her plaque of recognition

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Recently Cheryl Oliver
received her 25-year service
award from the City of St.
Petersburg. She started with
the St. Petersburg Police in
June 1985. She worked as a
DA R E o ffi c e r a n d F i e l d

Tr a i n i n g , b e f o r e b e i n g
p r o m o t e d t o S e rg e a n t i n
2007. Cheryl Oliver was
promoted to Major in
February 2010 and now
oversees District I, which is
the southern portion of the
city.

AARP

continued from front page

California, she wants to be
“actively involved with helping
the local AARP chapter’s
planning efforts”.
Sandra McKnuckles, from
Houston and first time attendee,
said she “truly enjoyed Whoopi
Goldberg and Christ Gardner”.
Ernestine Smart, a self
published author from Leesburg,
was excited about having a
major book signing as a part of
the conference.
Closer to home, Chathay and
Booker Washington, Jewel
Bryd-Warren, Lenore Robertson,
Eric Lee, and Gail Lee attended
from the Tampa Bay Area. Ms.
Warren and the Washington
family said they attended the
conference because they were
just enjoying a break. The Lees
and Robertson party enjoyed
making an unexpected possible
family
connection
while
shopping in the retail section of
the massive exhibit hall.
The exhibit hall was filled to
the brim with all kinds of travel
information from cruises to
international volunteer excursions. US states were making
major pitches for attention.
AARP red was everywhere and
fully complimented by the ladies
at the Red Hat Society booth.
Livingston’s wine tasting exhibit
was a big hit. And yes, there was
lots of health related information
because these people intend to
live a long time and enjoy every
minute.

WWW .THEWEEKLYCHALLENGER .COM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BY JORDAN WEBER
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG - Most
personal trainers can cost you a
“pretty penny” to get in the
shape you want. What if there
was a local personal trainer with
more reasonable costs and the
motivation you need to reach
your goals? Well, there is.
Andre Hudson, a St.
Petersburg resident, has been a
personal trainer for more than
fifteen years and has exercise
pro j e cts all over the S t.
Petersburg area, for any person
who wants to get in shape. He is
the owner of Pro Builder
Fitness, Inc.
“I thought I was in great
shape, but after being in the
military for four years, I realized
that the military’s training really
kicked my butt and got me into
the shape I’m in now,” said
Hudson. “By controlling our
sleep habits, diet and exercise,
the military really showed me
what people need to truly get in
shape. So, that is how I run my
programs; with a military based
mentality.”
H uds on off er s a wide
variety of training sessions other
than personal training,
including: couples training,
group training, sports specific,
rehab, boxing, plyometrics
training, body sculpting, ‘Lives
Under Construction’, as well as
the most popular form of
training - boot camps.

CYBER-BULLY

continued from front page
actively involved in their lives
and remain cognizant of what
they do online. Parental supervision and guidance are unquestionably the greatest assets we
have in protecting and assisting
the development of our children.
But they also serve as the
greatest shield to negative forces
that attempt to harm and
influence them. We must learn

Sweat The Pounds Off

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

The boot camps are offered
in six week sessions, Monday
through Wednesday, usually
beginning as early as 5:45 a.m.
running till around 7:15 a.m.
You can expect to pay around
$240, depending on the type of
camp.
Hudson offers these boot
camps for the public at locations
such as Straub Park in
downtown St. Petersburg,
Honeywe ll P ark o n 1 2 6 t h
Avenue North, Caroline Park in
St. Petersburg and the St.
Petersburg Country Club.
“These programs are for
anyone after 8 years old to 90
years young,” said Hudson. “As
long as the person has the drive
to get up and work out hard, I
will help motivate and push
them farther than they could
even push themselves.”
Megan Linney, 19, is in
Hudson’s boot camp through
November 1. She says although
it may seem like a lot of money,
it is a better deal than any other
program would be through a
gym and “is worth every cent.”
“I really am loving the boot
camp,” said Linney. “I feel good
afterwards and keep that feeling
throughout the day. Andre pushes
me harder than I could push
myself, plus it is not the same
thing every day. Andre knows
how to keep you on your toes and
change up the workouts daily.”
For kids under 18, Hudson
offers them a deal to participate
in the boot camps. Instead of
paying money, he will let them

attend for free as long as they
keep a 3.5 GPA in school and
join a group community service
project.
Samuel Weber, 12, participated in Hudson’s summer boot
camp for kids, located at Lake
Vista. Weber was getting in
shape for swimming and wanted
to do something extra to give
him an added edge for the
season.
“It was hard, but it was
worth it,” said Samuel. “My
favorite was the drill with the
ladder; that was actually pretty
cool. I think it helped me swim
faster in the long run.”
Hudson also offers meal
plans for each session for the
participants to follow for the
duration of the session. His main
goal is to help clients reach their

goals and to help them feel as
happy about their body as he is.
“Even with the economy the
way it is, people still want to feel
good about their bodies and
come to me for motivation and
help,” said Hudson. “That is the
real reason I love what I do. I
want people to get the most for
their money when I train them.
When they feel like they’ve
accomplished their goal, I feel it
as well.”
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate
students. NNB serves the USF
St. Petersburg campus and the
surrounding community. Please
call us at 727-327-2129 to
report your community news, or
email lclevela@mail.usf.edu.

to effectively engage with young
folks today across all mediums,
and simultaneously halt malice
behavior wherever we see it –
even when it is done at the hands
of our own.
While Tyler Clementi’s
family grieves and searches for
answers, the families of the two
students charged with violating
his privacy are also grappling
with the very real notion that the
lives of their own children are
ruined. There are no winners in
this catastrophe. And as the

debate surrounding crime and
punishment in this case
continues, we cannot forget to
update our laws to keep up with
an
ever-changing
world.
Antiquated legislation is ill
equipped to tackle some of the
dilemmas of today’s society.
Without clear, definitive boundaries, codes of ethics and punishment for violations, we will be
lost in an endless debate over
guilt and innocence. When
there is no question over privacy
issues, harassment, and cyber-

bullying, people will also be less
likely to engage in it.
In an era of endless possibilities and emerging technologies,
we cannot forget that we must
learn to master the number one
form of communication – talking
to our children. So the next time
your son or daughter is at home
on the computer, find out what’s
going on; it may be one of the
most important conversations
you’ll ever have.

Courtesy of

Saturday, Oct. 16 - SPCA Tampa Bay's 20th Annual 3K
Pet Walk, at North Straub Park, 8:00 a.m. registration. Walk
starts at 10:00 a.m. www.petwalk.org or 727-586-3591.
Andre Hudson of Pro Builder Fitness, Inc.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Skin care packed with multiple
benefits. Special offers you
don’t want to miss. Free
samples so you can try before
you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal
delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get
all your skin care and makeup! Contact me today!
Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

Saturday, Oct. 23 - Lawfest Workshop and Community Fair,
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. Location: St. Petersburg
College Midtown Center, 1048 22nd Street South. Contact
Persons: Momma Tee Lassiter (727) 564-8534 or
Dr. Hildegarde Shirley at (727) 341-7158. Lunch provided.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com
Phone: 727-512-8261 • krubin@rubinslaw.com

Tuesday, Oct. 19 - The Kendrick Meek campaign
announced that President Bill Clinton will campaign for
Kendrick Meek at a rally in St. Petersburg on October 19 and
in Orlando on October 20. The events are open to the public,
but reserved tickets can be obtained by calling 1-877-3546335 or going to www.KendrickMeek.com/BillClinton.

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

WE PAY CASH FOR JUNK CARS!
We buy cars, trucks and vans.
Bad engine,
bad transmission,
wrecks, blown heads.

We pay CASH on the
spot with FREE pick up.
Call LB
727-253-7068

EARN MONEY NOW
FOR THE UPCOMING HOLIDAYS!
Sell Advertising Space In The Weekly Challenger!

Call (727) 896-2922

Peterborough Apartments
Affordable Senior Housing
Spacious 1BR High Rise Apts.
Income Based Rents
On Busline, Next to Senior Center
Call us at (727) 823-5145
440 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

WWW .T HE WEEKLY CHALLENGER .COM

YOU DON’T HAVE TO

BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Yarbrah Peeples Named Zell &
Shirley Miller Graduate Fellow

Yarbrah Peeples has been
awarded the Zell and Shirley
Miller Graduate Fellowship for
2010-11. Peeples is a third-year
doctoral student in the Institute
of Higher Education. She earned
an MS in Higher Education from
Florida State University and a
BS and MBA from Florida A&M
University. Prior to attending
UGA Yarbrah was an academic
program specialist with the
TRIO Student Support Services
P ro g r am at Flor ida S ta te
University. Her professional
interests included examining

orga niza tion al t h eo ry an d
behavior related to historically
black colleges and universities
and higher education access and
success issues related to first
generation, low-income, and
minority students. Currently,
Yarbrah is the program assistant
for the Georgia College Advising
Corps working with Dr. Libby
Morris. Yarbrah is the daughter
of Ethel Peeples-Robinson and
Gregory Davis. Yarbrah is a
1998 graduate of St Petersburg
High S chool In t ern at i o n al
Baccalaureate Program.

As the fall programs begin, the
St. Petersburg Chapter of The
Links, Incorporated is well on the
way to a full and productive year of
exciting accomplishments and
events. New member, Link Lisa A.
Brody, Esq., inducted in May
2010, has taken on the task of
formally developing an archival
system for our chapter. This will
allow us to provide information on
our mission and history in a format
and location available to the public.
After an exciting campaign, Link
Patrice Moore, Esq. has been
elected to join the 6th District
Circuit Court as its second AfricanAmerican Judge; providing

services to youthful offenders. She
will be sworn in, in January 2011.
Kudos to these young, vibrant
attorneys. They are truly an asset
to us and the community at large.
This year the chapter will
continue the mission of helping
“those who need our aid” and our
focus will still be on assisting
several youth groups. In addition
to presenting information on
enhancing self esteem and making
good choices to several school
audiences and neighborhood
groups, we are planning a new initiative designed to inform young
people about the dangers of
childhood obesity. This program
will not target any special group
but will be geared toward all
children and any interested child,
within the program parameters,

Nat King Cole

Yarbrah Peeples

may participate. January 2011 is
the proposed kick off month.
Also in the works is a fantastic
Kentucky Derby, fundraising event
on May 7, 2011. Look for more
information as the year progresses.
You don’t want to miss this.
Under the guidance of Chapter
President, Link Selma RobinsonAyers, the group is “On the Move”
and looking forward to the
continued support of the St.
Petersburg community.
The Links, Incorporated is a
national public service organization, founded in 1949. Its members
are women bonded in friendship
with a desire to serve their communities. The National organization
has more than 12,000 members in
th e Un i t ed S t at es an d T h e
Bahamas.

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and
service counts!

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

St. Petersburg Links
‘On The Move’

SUBMITTED BY
LINK JUNE PETERMAN,
PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIR

BLACK HISTORY

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

Nathaniel Adams Coles
(March 17, 1919 – February
15, 1965), known professionally as Nat King Cole, was an
American musician who first
came to prominence as a
leading jazz pianist. Although
an accomplished pianist, he
owes most of his popular
musical fame to his soft
baritone voice, which he used
to perform in big band and jazz
genres. He was the first black
American to host a television
variety show and has maintained worldwide popularity
over 40 years past his death; he
is widely considered one of the
most important musical personalities in United States
history.
Born Nathaniel Adams
C o l e s i n M o n t g o m e r y,
Alabama on Saint Patrick's
Day in 1919, his family moved
to Chicago, Illinois while he
was still a child. There, his
fa t h e r b e c a m e a B a p t i s t
minister. Nat learned to play
the organ from his mother,
Perlina, the church organist.
His first performance, at age
four, was of “Yes! We Have No
Bananas.” He began formal
lessons at the age of 12, eventually learning not only jazz
and gospel music, but
European classical music, performing, as he said, "from
Johann Sebastian Bach to
Sergei Rachmaninoff."
Inspired by the playing of

Earl Hines, Cole began his performing career in the mid1930s while he was still a
teenager, adopting the name
“Nat Cole.” His older brother,
Eddie Coles, a bass player,
soon joined Nat's band, and the
brothers made their first
recording in 1936 under
Eddie's name. They were also
regular performers at clubs. In
fact, Nat got his nickname
“King” performing at one jazz
club, a nickname presumably
reinforced by the otherwiseunrelated nursery rhyme about
Old King Cole. He was also a
pianist in a national touring
revival of ragtime and
Broadway theatre legend Eubie
Blake's revue, “Shuffle
Along.” When it suddenly
failed in Long Beach,
California, Cole decided to
remain there.
Nat Cole and three other
musicians formed the “King
Cole Swingers” in Long Beach
and played in a number of local
bars before getting a gig on the
Long Beach Pike for US $90
per week.
On November 5, 1956,
“The Nat King Cole Show”
debuted on NBC-TV. The Cole
program was the first of its
kind hosted by an AfricanAmerican.
It initially began as a 15minute show on Monday night
and expanded to a half hour in
July 1957. Despite the efforts
of NBC, as well as many of
Cole's industry colleagues—
many of whom, such as Ella
Fitzgerald, Harry Belafonte,
Mel Tormé, Peggy Lee and
Eartha Kitt worked for industry
scale in order to help the show
save money—The Nat King
Cole Show was ultimately
done in by lack of a national
sponsorship. Companies such
as Rheingold Beer assumed
regional sponsorship of the
show, but a national sponsor
never appeared.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

CALL
813-405-5520

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

The last episode of "The
Nat King Cole Show" aired
December 17, 1957. Cole had
survived for over a year, and it
was he, not NBC, who ultimately decided to pull the plug
on the show. NBC, as well as
Cole himself, had been
operating at an extreme
financial loss. Commenting on
the lack of sponsorship his
show received, Cole quipped
shortly after its demise,
“Madison Avenue is afraid of
the dark.” This statement, plus
the passing of time, has fueled
the urban legend that Cole's
show had to close down despite
enormous popularity. In fact,
the Cole program was routinely
beaten by the competition at
ABC, which was then riding
high with its travel and western
shows. In addition, musical
variety series have always been
risky enterprises with a fickle
public; among the one-season
casualties are Frank Sinatra in
1957, Judy Garland in 1963
and Julie Andrews in 1972.
In 1964, Nat King Cole
made his final television
appearance on The Jack Benny
Program. Benny in true fashion
allowed his guest star to steal
the show at a time when racism
was still rampant in America.
Cole sang “When I Fall in
Love” in perhaps his finest and
most memorable performance.
Cole was introduced as “the
best friend a song ever had”
and traded very humorous
banter with Benny. Cole highlighted a classic Benny skit, in
which Benny is upstaged by an
emergency stand-in drummer.
Introduced as Cole’s cousin,
five year old James Bradley Jr.
stunned Benny with incredible
drumming talent and participated with Cole in playful
banter at Benny’s expense.
Cole’s dignified performance
was years ahead of its time,
though this would prove to be
his last.

19 33 27
PICK OF THE WEEK!

408
126
395

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
5-7 1-8
4-1 3-6
2-5 7-2
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tips For A Healthy Halloween

(StatePoint)
Halloween
ghouls may give kids a fright,
but the buckets and bags of
candy that come home can be
equally scary for parents. With
the abundance of sweet treats
consumed on Halloween, not
to mention the Thanksgiving
pies and holiday cookies to
come, now is the perfect time
to teach your kids healthy
habits, such as nutritious eating
and good oral hygiene.
Here are some ideas for
keeping things healthy while
still having fun:
Candy Common Sense
Consider offering alternatives to candy on Halloween.
Stickers, removable tattoos or
bottles of bubbles will be a
refreshing change for kids of
all ages. Toys like jump ropes,
hacky sacks or sidewalk chalk
for hopscotch will encourage
kids to be active while still
having fun.
Of course, you won’t be
able to avoid candy completely. Let your kids indulge now
and then. Enjoying treats in

moderation will help your kids
learn to savor the moment.
The Unsweet Tooth
Half of all American kids
will have a cavity by age 10.
The good news is that you can
play a role in teaching your
kids healthy oral care habits
from an early age. Be a role
model with your own oral
health by brushing and flossing
every day and encourage your
kids to practice along with you.
The American Academy of
Pediatrics suggests parents
supervise
children
under
seven.
Making brushing fun can
encourage interdependence so
kids become accustomed to
their daily routines. Power
toothbrushes, which typically
remove more plaque than
manual ones, can assist parents
in teaching healthy brushing
habits. Consider trying a toothbrush like the Philips Sonicare
For Kids. It’s simple to use and
designed with two gripping
locations so you can help your
child brush. It also has a

“KidTimer” to help children
reach the dentist-recommended two-minute brushing time
and musical tones indicating
when it’s time to move to a
different area of the mouth. To
learn more, visit sonicareforkids.philips.com.
Snack-or-Treat?
On Halloween, offer your
kids a healthy snack before
they
go
trick-or-treating.
Peanut butter and apple slices
and a glass of low-fat milk will
go a long way in keeping candy
cravings at bay. Filling them
with protein and fiber will
leave less room for sweet treats
that offer little nutritional
value.
Party Down
Halloween parties are a
great new tradition that allows
kids to stay safely off the
streets while eating a moderate
amount of sweets and getting
exercise from fun and games.
Just make sure you keep lit
candles and jack-o-lanterns
away from high-traffic areas.
Then join in the fun!

ESPN Commentator
Jemele Hill To Keynote
November 18 Griot Drum

TAMPA -ESPN national
columnist Jemele Hill has been
confirmed as keynote speaker
for the Tampa Bay Association
of Black Journalists’ fifth
annual Griot Drum Awards and
Scholarship Banquet.
Hill will headline the event,
scheduled at 6 p.m. Nov. 18 at
the Dr. Blaise F. Alfano
Conference & Banquet Center,
11606 McKinley Drive in
Tampa. The TBABJ will award
$5,000 in scholarships along
with honors to area journalists
who have excelled in covering
people of color.

As one of the few women of
color serving as a national
sports columnist and TV personality, Hill serves as a
powerful example of media
diversity. She joined ESPN in
November 2006 as a national
columnist, making regular
appearances on SportsCenter,
ESPN First Take, Jim Rome is
Burning, and Outside the Lines.
Before joining ESPN, Hill
worked as a columnist for the
Orlando Sentinel and covered
sports for Detroit Free Press and
Raleigh News & Observer.
In 2007, Hill won the first

annual McKenzie Cup, in
tribute to groundbreaking sports
editor Van McKenzie, at the
annual Poynter Media Summit.
She also received an honorable
mention in the 2007 edition of
Best American Sports Writing.
Griot
Drum
sponsors
include the St. Petersburg
Times, The Nielsen Co., Bright
House Networks, WTVT-Ch.
13,
Tucker/Hall
public
relations, and the New York
Times Regional Media Group.
For additional information go
online to TBABJ.com.

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Baby Bucs Get
Breakthrough Win Over Bengals

Josh Freeman

BY JOE KAY

CINCINNATI (AP) - The baby
Bucs are growing up.
Want evidence? Check out the
NFC South standings, where
Tampa Bay is firmly in second
place at 3-1, ahead of Super Bowl
champion New Orleans.
Better yet, check out the last 2
minutes, 18 seconds of their latest
win.
Second-year quarterback Josh
Freeman led Tampa Bay on two
late scoring drives Sunday, the last
one culminating in Connor Barth's
32-yard field goal with only a
second left for a 24-21 victory
over the Cincinnati Bengals. It

was a breakthrough win for the
young Buccaneers, who beat the
defending AFC North champs on
their own field.
With everything on the line, it
was Tampa Bay that kept its poise.
“A lot of people go into the
two-minute drive and are just
afraid to lose the game,” said
Williams, who was 20 of 33 for
280 yards. “I want to make the
play to win the game. I love to win
more than I hate to lose.”
The Bengals (2-3) gave one
away.
Cincinnati appeared to be in
control with 2:28 to play and a 2114 lead. Facing a third-and-13,
coach Marvin Lewis decided to
throw the ball rather than let
Cedric Benson, who finished with
144 yards, run it one more time to
take the clock down to the 2minute warning.
Ta m p a B a y w a s o u t o f
time outs an d feel i n g a l i t t l e
helpless.
“I wanted to be aggressive,’
said Lewis. “I wanted to win the
football game there at the end. I
will take responsibility for that.”
Carson Palmer threw a pass to
Terrell Owens, but Aqib Talib

wrestled it away for his third interception in the last three games.
The Buccaneers had their chance.
Freeman threw a 15-yard pass
to Mike Williams, then perfectly
lofted a 20-yarder to Williams in
the end zone. He out-jumped
Johnathan Joseph for the tying
score with 1:26 to go.
Plenty of time for an amazing
comeback.
The Bengals tried to get into
position for a field goal, but
Palmer's pass to Chad Ochocinco
went off the receiver's fingertips
and landed in the arms of safety
Sabby Piscitelli, who returned it to
the Bengals 34-yard line with 14
seconds left.
Everyone knew what the Bucs
would do try to throw a sideline
pass. The Bengals let Micheal
Spurlock find an opening along
the sideline at the 13-yard line. His
falling-down catch was upheld on
review, and Barth came on to kick
the field goal that started a hipbumping in celebration.
“Just exuberance,” secondyear coach Raheem Morris said.
‘It's a young football team. There's
nothing better than that.”
Or, from Cincinnati's perspec-

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

tive, nothing worse.
Th e B e n g a l s e x p e c t e d t o
contend for a second straight
division title, but their season
already is in jeopardy heading into
their bye week. The Bengals
repeatedly put themselves in tough
spots with penalties, repeatedly
dropped third-down passes that
would have extended drives, and
couldn't overcome Palmer's three
interceptions.
Palmer also threw a pass
toward Terrell Owens that rookie
safety Cody Grimm _ making only
his second start _ picked off and
returned 11 yards for a touchdown
in the first half. His two interceptions in the closing minutes
decided it.
“We felt like we had the game
in control, and those two plays
sealed our fate in this one,” Palmer
said. “We were a little bit off on
the last couple of plays, and that
summed up the game for us.”
And, maybe, the season.
“As a team, we just fell apart,”
safety Chris Crocker said. “Yes,
it's stunning. As I look at it right
now, we have to win out. It's as
simple as that. We're in desperation mode.”
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The Bucs (2-1) will travel to Cincinnati to face the Bengals (2-2) Sunday, Oct. 10 at 1:00 p.m.
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Smith Still 49ers' Starting
Quarterback, For Now

LOCAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$50 for 1 year

Alex Smith

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

SANTA CLARA, Calif. (AP)
Alex Smith has already watched
offensive coordinator Jimmy Raye
get fired after San Francisco's
awful start. So it's no surprise
Smith still wasn't sure where he
stood in Mike Singletary's eyes
when arriving at 49ers headquarters Monday.
The quarterback is keeping his
starting job for at least another
week.
Singletary said he plans to
evaluate Smith's status on a weekto-week basis from now on considering the team's 0-5 start and
inconsistent offense. The coach
contemplated a switch early in the
fourth quarter of Sunday night's
27-24 loss to the Eagles, but Smith
talked him out of it after backup
David Carr had already taken a
few steps onto the field.
“When I look at Alex, I'm
convinced that there's something
t h e re that I f eel that he ca n
be a good quarterback,” said

Singletary Monday. “But it's up to
him. You're always a work in
progress, but at some point in time
you have to grab hold of it and
really come to that point to where
you know, and everybody else
around you, that this guy has
arrived. ... I do believe that Alex
Smith has all of the tools, all of the
things that he needs to be that guy.
I just need to see all of it.”
Smith's response after the
coach lashed into him persuaded
Singletary to stay with the 2005
No. 1 overall draft pick for this
Sunday's game against the
Oakland Raiders. Smith threw two
interceptions, one with the team
driving in the final minute, and
fumble d ag ai n s t t h e E ag l es
accounting for three of the 49ers'
five turnovers. He also led two late
touchdown drives, going 12 of 16
for 123 yards over the final three
series.
“It was something that needed
to happen,” Singletary said of
calling out his quarterback and
seeing his reaction. “I think it was
something that his teammates
needed to see.”
Singletary and Smith met long
after the game ended and Smith
had a feeling he was still the No. 1
but not totally convinced until he
got to work Monday. Smith leads
the NFL with nine interceptions.
“I was kind of unsure,” said
Smith. “You don't know what's
going to happen overnight, if the
thoughts were going to change or
what. I was prepared for anything
this morning.”
San Francisco will now need
to make history to reach the
playoffs. No 0-5 team has bounced

back to do so.
The Niners were the popular
pick before the season to win the
mediocre NFC West, but have
underachieved and repeatedly
beaten themselves.
Both tight end Vernon Davis
and running back Frank Gore
expressed their support of Smith,
who was booed by the sellout
crowd at Candlestick Park. Fans
also chanted, “We want Carr!”
Davis was happy to hear
Smith is still the guy.
“I'm all about it. I'm a big fan
of Alex Smith,” said Davis. “He's
talented. He makes mistakes. His
thing is he definitely has to learn
from them. We don't have time to
play around and just make careless
mistakes. We've got to go. It's
about that time.”
There were no apparent hard
feelings on Carr's part, even
though Singletary didn't alert him
that he'd changed his mind to stick
with Smith.
The 49ers signed Carr another
former No. 1 pick in March to be
Smith's backup, and Singletary
never expected him to compete for
the top job.
“It really wasn't as big a deal
for me to get ready and go in and
then not to go again,” said Carr. “I
kind of stay ready to go in, so
mentally I kind of prepare myself
for that situation.”
Smith let it go in the two late
scoring drives Sunday, hitting
Davis on a 7-yard TD and Gore on
a 1-yard scoring strike. He looked
more at ease in those final series
than he has most of the season.
Even Singletary acknowledged
that Smith wasn't “pressing” for a

change. This is the same quarterback Singletary promoted at
halftime last Oct. 25 at Houston,
benching then-starter Shaun Hill.
“There are times out there that
I know that I play too cautious,’
Smith said. “I think that's when I
find myself making those
mistakes. It's funny. It's counterproductive. You'd think playing
cautious would lead the other way,
but in me, it always has. You see at
times when I cut it loose and play
more fearless and the results have
always been better.''
Nobody is pointing the blame
at Smith. It's been problems on
both sides of the ball and special
teams that has San Francisco in a
serious hole.
Te a m p r e s i d e n t J e d Yo r k
hasn't lost any faith. He told
ESPN, “We're going to win the
division.” Singletary and the
players appreciate it.
The 49ers still have five
games against the West, including
two dates with the first-place
Arizona Cardinals.
“It's felt like a whole season
already, considering that we
haven't won a game,” said All
Pro linebacker Patrick Willis.
“It makes the days feel long, it
makes the weeks feel long. In
reality, we're 0-5, that's what it
is. Reality, too, is that we have
a chance to get this right. We're
down, we're deep in a hole right
now. It seems deeper than what
it is. I think we're capable of
getting out of it. I really do. I
refuse to not believe in getting
ourselves out of what we got
ourselves into.”
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Graduates of the Pinellas
Urban League NuLites program
have an on-time high school graduation rate of 90 percent, and 95
percent of them are black.
Mt Zion Human Services has
an 85 percent success rate in
raising test scores with students
selected by the District for
intensive after-school tutoring.
And so on and so on. I could
name program-after-program
that’s getting positive results.
Research conducted by the
PACT – which is co-chaired by
myself and Gwen Reese –found
over 125 organizations and
projects working to close the
achievement gap throughout
Pinellas County.
So what’s the problem?
If we know what to do, why
aren’t we doing it? Frankly, I have
no interest in doing a postmortem on why we failed in the
past. Yes, we need to understand
our mistakes in order to avoid
them in future. But put that on
hold for a minute while we seize
the spirit of now.
As Urban League President
Gregory Johnson said yesterday
“In my three years in Pinellas
County, I’ve never seen the
timing so right. People are asking
me everywhere I go – black and
white – ‘What can we do to help
close the gap?’”
He’s right. In nearly 15 years
of grassroots work in the
community, I personally have
never seen the stars align in the
way they are now.
One of the most important
factors in the timing is that the
successful models for closing the
gap have had time to prove themselves. It was only 15 years ago
that Yvonne Reed Christian
School opened and 13 years ago
for Academy Prep. That means
we’ve seen the results of five consecutive years of high school
graduates who left Yvonne Reed
after 5th grade and Academy
Prep after 8th grade. What their
doing is working.
But more than anything, the
chemistry of the black leadership
is right for the first time in a very
long time, according to some
elders. The spirit of cooperation is
at an all-time high.
The bad blood that existed
between various leadership
groups in the past is a faded
memory. For example, many who
were blamed for fracturing the
African-American
leadership
coalition of the late 1990s are no
longer in front-line leadership
roles. The ones who are, seem to
be more focused on the future
than the past.
Another leadership plus is
that just about all the major nonprofit and youth serving organizations operating in South St.
Petersburg are led by talented
people working together in ways
they haven’t in the past. One of
the latest additions is Deborah
Figgs-Sanders, the new
Executive Director of the Childs
Park YMCA. Not only one of the
hardest working women I know,
but she’s already reached out a
hand of partnership to dozens of
community leaders.
We also have bright new
leaders pouring new volunteer
energy into the issue, like the
U r b a n L e a g u e Yo u n g
Professionals and the Tampa Bay
Chapter of the Black MBA
Association. That includes sharp
young professionals like Pye
Young, Chris Brown, Lou
Brown, III, Fred Noble, Toriano
Parker, and Khesi Wilson.
And despite qualms about
Uhuru Movement tactics, they’re
doing more organizing than

protesting these days, in the lead
up to their Marcus Garvey
Academy Charter School, which
by the way, is being supported by
many former foes or stand-offs
from the movement.
Finally, let us not forget the
Obama-factor. His Race to the
Top education reform program is
yet another of the game-changing
policies being pushed by our
president. You haven’t read much
about it in the media, but Race to
the Top is specifically designed
to make major progress in
closing the gap. Indeed, the only
three goals in Florida’s Race to
the Top funding proposal are 1) to
double the percent of incoming
high school freshmen who ultimately graduate and finish at least
a year of college; 2) to cut the
achievement gap in half by 2015;
and 3) to increase the percent of
students scoring at or above proficient.
All of this is like manna from
heaven because for a long time –
at least an eight year stretch – the
group called COQEBS
(Concerned Organizations for
Quality Education for Black
Students) was just about the only
advocacy group making noise
about the achievement gap. Apart
from them, the fight was practically dead until around 2006,
when COQEBS won its first
major court battle in the Bradley
lawsuit filed against the District
by James Sanderlin in 1964.
From 2007 on, the pieces just
kept falling into place.
So, “Where do we go from
here?”
First and foremost, we seize
the energy and go to work on
three core issues – money, unity
and strategy.
Getting a grip about money.
In the past, we cried about
two basic problems with money –
not enough of it, and failure to
spend on the right things. But a lot
of our issues can be solved
without spending more money
(not all, but a lot).
A major point of light overshadowed in the debate is that
many of the proven models for
closing the gap actually cost less
than public schools spend now.
For example, the Florida Tax
Credit Scholarship gives 23,000
scholarships each year for lowincome students to attend private
schools where the average cost
was $3,412 compared to $6,106
in public schools in 2007-08. Two
thirds of those students are black
and Latino, and they’re getting
better results for less money.
Another ray of hope is that
Pinellas will soon receive a
portion of the $700 million Race
to the Top funds awarded to
Florida this August. Although
Superintendent Julie Janssen
expects Pinellas to receive only
about $6 million – equal to less
than half of 1 percent of the
annual $1.4 billion budget – this
could be one of the best $6
million we’ve ever spent. Dr.
Janssen says she hopes to channel
much of the funds to cover merit
and differential pay for teachers at
the district’s most struggling
schools – which answers one of
the long-standing grievances on
the part of community activists.
Where we still need major
work is in convincing public and
private funders to make bigger,
smarter investments in academic
enrichment and prevention. The
case is clear that it makes dollarsand-sense to invest more money
into closing the gap. A 2008
analysis by the PACT called The
Meter is Running: The Taxpayer
Cost of the Black Achievement
Gap found that the taxpayer cost
to stop-gap the fall-out of the
achievement gap exceeds $1
billion for one generation of black

men in the Midtown area alone.
That’s owing to a near one-to-one
correlation between the percent of
black boys who fail to graduate
and the percent of black men in
Midtown who are imprisoned,
unemployed,
underemployed,
homeless or involved in the
“underground” economy, including
crime and drug trade.
We still have not been able to
sell the case that for every $1,500
invested in high-quality afterschool programming for black
boys, we later save $22,000 per
year to imprison them.
It will take all-out unity for us
to influence policy makers to
spend more, and to invest it in all
the right places.
So what about unity?
If we’re honest about, egos
have been a stumbling block –
inside the district and on the part
of the community. Former
Superintendent Clayton Wilcox
was viewed by many as arrogant
for his refusal for two straight
years to meet with the COQEBS
group even after being ordered by
the U.S. Middle District Court to
enter structured mediation about
the achievement gap.
On the community front, the
old ego-entanglements that killed
unity efforts in the past seem to
have subsided. There have been a
couple small skirmishes over the
past few years, like the 2008
“peace talks” between COQEBS
and the PACT over leadership of
the Campaign to Close the Gap –
an occasion mediated by two
local Pastors; and the short-lived
mo v e b y t h e NAAC P S t .
Petersburg to take over the
Bradley lawsuit that had been
speared by COQEBS for years.
With only a few un-notable
exceptions, community leaders
are ready for action – and more
specifically, united action.
Following the Oct. 7 forum,
NAACP President Ray Tampa
invited leaders of the PACT, the
Urban League, and ot her
gro u p s t o j o i n i n an
upcoming strategy session to talk
about a plan. Organizers expect
that to take place in early 2011.
Strategy – the two major
challenges .
We have two major challenges in the area of strategy. First
and foremost, how do we scale
the programs needed to close the
achievement gap? Even with the
glowing successes of the groups I
listed earlier, these and other
organizations are reaching only
about one-quarter of the 20,000
black students enrolled in the
district.
A bigger problem still is that
no one has figured out a winning
approach to the white elephant:
among all the available options
for closing the gap, the ‘parent
piece of the puzzle’ is our biggest
untapped resource. The Harvard
Family Research Project aggregated the results of 77 studies
comprising 300,000 students and
found that among all the
programs, policies, and interventions designed to close the gap,
the two biggest factors in student
achievement are 1) parental
expectations, and 2) parental
involvement. According to the
analysis, parental involvement
accelerates student achievement
by two times the rate of extended
learning programs alone. One
study found that when parents
participate in enrichment activities outside of school for 12
weeks, children racked up the
equivalent of five months
improvement in reading or math
performance.
L o o k f o r T h e We e k l y
Challenger’s upcoming coverage
of the projects you can get
involved with to help close the
gap.

FAMU And Florida
Family Network To Fight
Child Obesity In Tallahassee

TALLAHASSEE– Florida
A&M University’s (FAMU)
Institute of Public Health
(IPH) in the College of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences (CoPPS) received an
$80,000 grant from Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of
Florida’s (BCBSF) foundation, The Blue Foundation for
a Healthy Florida. According
to IPH professor and director,
Cynthia M. Harris, Ph.D.,
DABT, the project is designed
to build a multisectoral
coalition in Leon County to
address childhood obesity.
Pharmacy professor
and Interim Vice President for
Research, K. Ken Redda,
Ph.D., said, “We are excited
that one of our productive
principal investigators (PIs),
Dr. Cynthia M. Harris, will be
funded for the Healthy
Children! Healthy Future!
Healthy Tallahassee! Hope
through Childhood Obesity
Prevention Education (COPE)
Coalition’ Project.
The
FAMU Division of Research
will provide the PI full

support and cooperation in
executing this grant, and
assures the BCBSF foundation’s confidence in its
selecting FAMU as a good
steward of this gift.”
Pharmacy
Dean
Henry Lewis III, PharmD.
said, “This is another significant collaboration between
BCBSF and the College of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Sciences.
The
BCBSF
Auditorium, funded by Blue
Cross and Blue Shield, is
located in the New Pharmacy
Building and has provided the
venue for thousands of
students, faculty, staff and the
community at large to receive
education and health information
provided
by
the
numerous programs that have
been
hosted
in
the
Auditorium.”
IPH Director Harris is
encouraged by the impact this
award will bring to the
community.
“We are very excited
about this award and the
wonderful collaboration of

partners united
to combat childhood
obesity in Leon County,” said
Harris.
Tallahassee is one of
five Florida cities collaborating with The Blue Foundation
through Embrace a Healthy
Florida
–
The
Blue
Foundation’s
childhood
obesity initiative.
“Childhood
obesity’s
widespread threat to children,
families, communities and the
health care system compels us
to take action,” said Susan
Towler, vice president, The
Blue Foundation for a Healthy
Florida. “Through Embrace a
Healthy Florida, we hope to
work side-by-side with the
Tallahassee coalition to stop
the epidemic before more of
our children develop diabetes,
heart disease and other
obesity-related
health
problems.”
These concerted efforts
may help to parallel and
promote similar endeavors in
Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa
and Miami.
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First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service --------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

REV. RONALD E. WILLIAMS, SR.,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

10th Street Church Of God

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Thursday Nights: 9:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15 a.m.; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30 p.m. ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30 p.m.; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15 p.m.

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro. R ober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church

November 11th is a day we
pause to celebrate in honor of
our Veterans for their patriotism, love of country and willingness to serve and sacrifice for
the common good. The Mount
Pilgrim Missionary Baptist
Church, located at 4000 5th
Avenue South, St. Petersburg,

FL, where Clark Hazley, Sr.
serves as pastor, will host a
Veteran’s Day Service on
November 6, 2010 from 7:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m.. This event will
include a car show, food, drinks
and great gospel singing. To
obtain a Car Show registration
form or for additional informa-

tion regarding this event, and
how you and your organization
can play a big role in making the
community aware of our great
heritage, please contact Pastor
Clark Hazley Sr. at
count134@hotmail.com or
Ms. Karla William at
mskarla3@yahoo.com.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
October is Clergy
Appreciation Month. We give
thanks for those called into the
Ministry of Jesus Christ.
When the Saints Go to
Worship: Mt. Zion’s Sanctuary
Choir appears in a free concert
Saturday, Oct. 9, 5 p.m., at Mt.
Raymond Baptist Church, 2410
4th Avenue, Palmetto, FL.
F o r mor e inf orma tion,
contact Min. Kevin Parrott at

727-894-4311, ext. 275, or visit
info@mzprogressive.org.
“We Are Family.” On
Sunday, Oct. 31, Mt. Zion will
have only O NE wo rs h i p
service; 9-11 a.m. in our main
sanctuary.
Our Music Performing Arts
Conservatory (MPAC) offers
free Fall & Winter Classes:
- School of Music (Piano) ~
Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
- School of the Psalmist
(Song Writing & Worship) First
Thursdays, 6-7:15 p.m.
- Choir Preparatory (Voice &

Theory)
Fourth
Music
Thursdays, 6-7:15 p.m.
C l a s s l o c a t i o n : Yo u t h
Chapel, 921 9th Avenue South.
For more information, visit
info@mzprogressive.org.
ATTENTION YOUTH: We
have a Bible Study just for you
every Wednesday at 6 p.m. in
our Youth Chapel. October’s
study series is “Resisting
Temptation.”
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

St. Mark Missionary
Celebrates 79th Church
Anniversary. The St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church, its
pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation, invites the
community at large to join us as
we continue in celebration of
our 79th Church Anniversary.
From our small beginnings of a
handful of faithful members, we
have grown and survived
because of the strong foundation
built on God’s unerring word.
The theme for this year’s celebration is: “Blueprint of a
Ch u r ch Built on a Solid
Foundation” (1 Corinthians
3:11). Join us in our week night
services Oct.13-15 and culminating services Sunday, Oct. 17
at 10:45 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Oct. 13 - Italian Night-Mama
Mia! Good Friends, Great FoodSponsored by the Children and
Youth Ministry. Guest speaker:
Dr. Rev. Wayne G. Thompson of

First
Institutional
Baptist
Church @ 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 14 - Jambalaya Night“Food for Thought”-Sponsored
by New Membership Ministry
& WIA Ministry. Guest
Speaker: Dr. Rev. John Evans of
Friendship M. B. C.
Oct. 15 - Backyard Fish Fry
Night-“The Fish is Hooked”Sponsored by Anniversary
Committee. Guest Speaker: Rev.
Ernest Jones of Galilee M. B. C.
Oct. 16 - Anniversary
Cookout at Dell Holmes Park
(11:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.).
Oct. 17 - An n i v ers ary
Celebration Finale Sunday
during 10:45 a.m. Service and at
4:00 p.m. Service with guest
church, Greater Mt. Zion AME,
Rev. Clarence Williams, Pastor.
Oct. 24 - Sunday School
Promotion Day.
Oct. 27-30 - Congress No. 2
hosted by First Baptist of Sun
City, FL at 7:00 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for

both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.
All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each S u n d ay at 5 : 0 0 p . m .
Members and the general public
are invited to come out and
study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Monday at 6:00 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 7:00 p.m.-8:00
p.m. (Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening
at 7:00 p.m.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church “God’s House
in the City” under the leadership of Dr Rickey L. Houston
extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we
communicate Gods’ Word.
You are invited to join us at
9:00 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held on Wednesday evening,
at 7:00 p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, Peoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with

priorities focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
G r o w t h . We c e l e b r a t e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these priorities
results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
The Youth Ministry invites
the community to join them

for their Annual Harvest Vest.
This event is the Christian
alternative to Halloween.
Enjoy Fun, Food, Fellowship,
Music and Games; Sunday,
Oct. 31, 5:00-8 : 0 0 p . m .
E x p e r i e n c e t h e Dump
Ta n k , M o n s t e r S l i d e ,
N o a h ’s A r k a n d To d d l e r s
Pl a y g r o u n d . A L L F R E E ! !
NO COSTUMES PLEASE.
“Working as God’s Chosen
in 2010”
John 15:16, Titus 2:14, I
Peter 2:9
Email:bchurch5@tampaba
y.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org.

10th Street Church of God

On Sunday, Oct. 3, the
officers and members of the 10th
Street Church of God will show
their appreciation to Pastor
Ronald Bell and the first family.
Pastor Bell has been the shepherd
of this congregation for last 10
years. Prior to his calling to 10th
Street COG, Pastor Bell was
under the tutelage of Rev.
Thomas Scott, senior pastor of
the 34th St. COG in Tampa and
president of the Florida State

Association of the Church of
God.
Pastor Bell is an anointed
man of God. He is a dynamic
preacher and teacher and is innovative in his ability to minister to
people of all ages.
We invite the community to
share in this joyous occasion by
supporting us in the following
services:
Saturday, Oct. 16, 4:00 p.m.
First Lady’s Evening a time set

aside to celebrate our first lady,
Sis. Carlotta Bell.
Sunday, Oct. 17, 11:00 a.m.
service will host Pastor Biggers,
senior pastor Community Church
of God, Macon, GA.
Culminating the celebration on
Sunday evening will be Rev.
Thomas Scott and congregation.
We extend our love to all who
can and will come out to fellowship with us during this time of
celebration.

Matters Of The Heart Ministry

Matters of the Heart Radio
and Connecting Point
M i n i s t r y, P r a y e r L e a d e r,
Princess Denise Wright, Team
Captain, Min. Bettie Thomas,
ask you to join in a time of
prayer, praise, worship and fellowship with the Lord, com-

manding the morning so that
the dayspring will know its
place and welcome the
ministry of the Holy Spirit for
breakthru! Call or send prayer
requests to Matters of the
Heart Unity Prayer Line.
Contact numbers are 727-488-

8818 (St. Petersburg) or 813293-3126 (Tampa). Or visit
online at www.matersoftheheartministry.org. Set your
alarms and call in for prayer
weekly Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 5:30-6:30
a.m.

REVIVAL!!!
in St. Petersburg, Florida with
Apostle Quentin J. King from Sandusky, Ohio
Sunday, October 24-26, 2010 • 7:00 PM Nightly at

The Dream Center
4359 35th St. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Ministry classes also will be held on Friday, Oct. 22, 2010, 6-9 PM
and Saturday, Oct. 23, 2010, 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM
at North West Presbyterian Church, 6330 54th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33765
($65.00 Registration for Classes Only)

For more information contact: Apostle Clarice Pennington 727-522-0881
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General Election ... November 2, 2010
Make sure the Elections Office has your current name, address & signature

Vote by Mail
To request a mail ballot, visit www.votepinellas.com or call (727) 464-6788
Deadline to request a ballot be mailed to you: October 27

Ballot Dropoff Locations Available: October 18 – November 2
Days and Times Vary - Check Locations Below
Tarpon Springs Tax Collector Office
743 Pinellas Ave. S., Tarpon Springs
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
(Election Day, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.)

North County Tax Collector Office
29399 US Hwy. 19 N., Clearwater
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
(Election Day, 8 a.m.-7 p.m.)

East Lake Community Library
4125 East Lake Rd., Palm Harbor
Monday–Friday, 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m.–Noon
(Election Day, 10 a.m.–7 p.m.)

Oldsmar Public Library
400 St. Petersburg Dr. E., Oldsmar
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.–Noon
(Election Day, 9 a.m.–7 p.m.)

Palm Harbor Community
Activity Center
1500 16th St., Palm Harbor
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
Saturday, 8 a.m.–Noon
(Election Day, 8 a.m.–7 p.m.)

Gulf to Bay Tax Collector Office
1663 Gulf to Bay Blvd., Clearwater
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
(Election Day, 8 a.m.–7 p.m.)

If you want to drop off your
ballot before October 18,
you can bring it to any
Supervisor of Elections Office:
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Supervisor of Elections
Clearwater Office
315 Court St., Room 117, Clearwater
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday, 8 a.m.–Noon
(Election Day, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.)

Seminole Community Library
9200 113th St. N., Seminole
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Saturday, 10 a.m.–Noon
(Election Day, 9 a.m.–7 p.m.)
Pinellas Park Public Library
7770 52nd St., Pinellas Park
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.–Noon
(Election Day, 9 a.m.–7 p.m.)

James Weldon Johnson
Branch Library
1059 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.–Noon
(Election Day, 9 a.m.–7 p.m.)
Skyway Plaza Tax Collector Office
1067 62nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
(Election Day, 8 a.m.–7 p.m.)

South County Tax Collector Office
1800 66th St. N., St. Petersburg
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–4 p.m.
(Election Day, 8 a.m.–7 p.m.)
Supervisor of Elections
Supervisor of Elections
Election Service Center
St. Petersburg Office
13001 Starkey Rd., Largo
501 1st Ave. N., St. Petersburg
(Starkey Lakes Corporate Center)
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–6 p.m.
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday, 8 a.m.–Noon
Saturday/Sunday, 8 a.m.–Noon
(Election Day, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.)
(Election Day, 7 a.m.–7 p.m.)
(Drive-Through Available: Front of Building)

Track your ballot online at www.votepinellas.com or call (727) 464-6788
Early Voting: October 18-31

Election Day: November 2, 2010

NEW HOURS: Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

• Remember to bring photo and signature ID to the polls
• Polls are open 7 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Saturday-Sunday, 8 a.m. to Noon
Locations: All Elections Offices
13001 Starkey Rd., Largo (Starkey Lakes Corporate Center)
315 Court St., Room 117, Clearwater (County Courthouse)
501 1st Ave. N., St. Petersburg (County Building)

Deborah Clark, Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections
(727) 464-6788
www.VotePinellas.com

